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Indoor Compost

Patrick Suther/Irene Hinkle

Office of Sustainability

Senior

Irene Hinkle/ Scott Morgan

Facilities/ Office of Sustainability

3/12/12

There have been numerious studies of the campus waste practices. A 
common thread with these studies is a higher need for composting and
accessability.

The purpose of this project is to create indoor composting throughout 
the campus so that it is accessible to all students, staff, and faculty. The 
current need for the project is to put together three vermicompost 
systems. Vermicompost is the process using worms to break down food 
waste and bedding material. The end product of this process is a highly 
nutrient substance called vermicast. 
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1 week after procurement

2 weeks after funding

N/A

N/A 2 weeks after construction

6 weeks- follow up on rese
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The goal of this project is to pilot a funtional indoor composting system for 
students, staff, and faculty to utilize and construct a demo vermicompost 
3-stage bin for peer-ed progression. This pilot system set-up will be mainly 
for educational purposes. The reason for this is to dispel common 
missconceptions about indoor composting that relate to smell and 
sanitation. In addition to the demonstration 3-stage bin we will also 
construct two permanent compost worm bins that will be fully functional 
after installation.

"The definition of sustainability means to use methods, systems, and 
materials that won't deplete resources or harm natural cycles." 
(Rosenbaum 1993)

In this proposaal we limit the amount of compostable material exported 
from the campus while at the same time utilize that material to generate 
new vermicompost to enrich the campus biome and potentially to grow 
products at local farms and gardens. 

The people behind this project have 15 years of experience in creating and 
implimenting indoor composting systems. 
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The proposed project aligns with the Climate Action Plan on a couple 
levels. First, the project will limit the amount of material that ends up in the 
landfill generated from food waste.

 Another level is that amount of carbon used during the transportation of 
the food waste to the compost facility. Lastly, the education portion of this 
project will help the general public gain a richer understanding of the 
compost and waste process that occurs at The Evergreen State College. 

This project is based around the idea of educating the campus population 
about indoor composting abilities. The initial set up will be transportable for 
demonstration purposes so as to maximize the amount of people that can 
learn about this process. The plan is for the first set up to also include 
plexiglass or clear plastic so people can visibly see the worms working. 
Because the set up can be transported easily there is great potential for 
curricular enhancement and student involvement with the purpose to lauch 
a peer educated system.
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The vermifarm is a product that has mulitiple tray levels for the worms to 
work on material and is great for people to see the process occur 
throughout the weeks. 

 Flat plastic tubs are for setting up educational demonstrations that can be 
seen from multiple sides. 

The trays, wooden probes, safety goggles, latex gloves and magnifying 
glasses are for showing small groups of people the worms and material in 
great detail and to understand vermicompost as an intergrated life cycle 
system.

The book "Worms Eat My Garbage" has added teaching materail that can 
be used by the presentor made available for check out in the library

The cost of maintenance can include bedding for the worms, cleaning 
material for the worm container if it needs to be emptied, and a persons 
time for monitoring the bin. 

The funds for this request is phase one of the larger campus wide plan 
described on page one of application

$365.00

$365.00


